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Michael P. Staff ord is counsel in our real estate and trusts & estates departments. Mr. 
Staff ord focuses his pract ice in commercial real estate, and in estate planning and 
administrat ion in both New York and Florida.

Prior to joining Farrell Fritz, Mr. Stafford was a sole practitioner in his home town of 
Garden City, NY and was also a partner at Rivkin Radler, LLP.

Mr. Stafford, admit ted to pract ice law in New York and Florida, lectures at continuing 
legal educat ion programs (CLE) in both states.  He is a member of the New York State 
Bar Associat ion (NYSBA) and The Florida Bar, where he has been a member of the 
Execut ive Council of the Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Sect ion since 1992.  Mr. 
Stafford has served The Florida Bar in the fo llowing capacit ies: Board of Directors, 
Florida Bar Foundat ion, 2002-2006; Vice Chair, Standing Committee on
Professionalism, 2004; Board of Governors, 1995-1999; Execut ive Committee, 1996, 
1998; Chair, Long Range Planning Committee, 1994-1995; and President, Out of State 
Pract it ioners Division, 1992-1993.  He is a Fellow of the Florida Bar Foundat ion. Mr. 
Stafford was elected to the Board of Directors of the Palm Beach County Estate Planning 
Council in 2018.

Mr. Stafford has been active in civil and charitable organizations.  He is the Treasurer 
and an Execut ive Board member of the St. John’s Univers ity School of Law Alumni 
Associat ion.  He is an Honorary Trustee of Variety Child Learning Center, having served 
as a Board member f or nineteen years.  He is a former Vice President of Government Af 
f airs, member of the Board of Directors and Execut ive Committee of the Long Island 
Associat ion (LIA).  Mr. Stafford is a former Garden City Chamber of Commerce board 
member.  He has served on Advisory Committees to the Diocesan Televis ion Center
(Telecare) and Mercy Hospital, as well as other community organizations.

Prior to pract icing law, Mr. Stafford was a sportswriter, polit ical reporter and editor f or 
United Press Internat ional (UPI) in New York, and was Sports Information Director at St. 
Johns Univers ity.  He also spent several years in New York State government and 
polit ics, having served as Execut ive Assistant to State Senator John R. Dunne; Director 
of Communicat ions to Chief Judge Charles D. Breitel; and Director of Communicat ions 
to Governor Malco lm Wilson.

Mr. Stafford earned his Juris Doctor degree from St. John’s Univers ity School of Law. He 
received his B.A. in English from St. John’s Univers ity School of Educat ion.  In 2007, Mr. 
Stafford was presented with the Univers ity’s Outstanding Alumni Achievement award.  He 
has an AV Preeminent Mart indale-Hubbell Peer Review Rating.
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