
F
ast-growing discount
grocer Aldi is likely
to replace a Path-
mark in North Baby-
lon that has been va-

cant since it — and 50 other
supermarkets on Long Island
— closed in 2015.

Aldi, Planet Fitness and a
self-storage facility are among
the proposed tenants in the
planned redevelopment of
North Babylon Plaza, which
used to hold a 53,701-square-
foot Pathmark and other busi-
nesses at 1251 Deer Park Ave.,
according to construction doc-
uments and an attorney repre-
senting the property owner.

The shopping center is
owned by North Babylon Asso-
ciates, an affiliate of Wood-
mere-based real estate devel-
oper Basser-Kaufman.

“We’re just working our
way through the process, and
we’re hoping to go through
the process as quickly as possi-
ble, so we can start construc-
tion,” said North Babylon As-
sociates’ attorney, Anthony S.
Guardino, a partner in Union-
dale-based law firm Farrell
Fritz P.C.

North Babylon Associates has
submitted plans to the Town of
Babylon to demolish the vacant
102,000-square-foot building,
which was constructed in the
1960s, and replace it with two
new buildings.

One of the new structures
would be a 49,734-square-foot,
one-story retail building with
three tenants, according to the
plans. The other would be a
two-story self-storage build-
ing of 49,940 square feet.

An existing McDonald’s
restaurant on the property
would remain.

Aldi and Planet Fitness are
likely to be anchors in the pro-

posed retail building, and
both have expressed interest
in opening locations in the
shopping center, Guardino
told the Babylon Planning
Board in October.

Johnson Development Asso-
ciates Inc., of Spartanburg, South
Carolina, would own the self-
storage building, which would
be operated as Extra Space Stor-
age, he told the board.

None of the tenants has
been finalized, Guardino said
last week.

Aldi U.S., which is the Illi-
nois-based arm of a German re-
tailer, and New Hampshire-
based Planet Fitness Inc. said
they had no news to share
about plans to open locations
in North Babylon Plaza.

Salt Lake City-based Extra
Space Storage Inc., Johnson De-
velopment Associates and
Basser-Kaufman did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

But an architectural render-
ing submitted to the town in
the construction plans shows

Aldi and Planet Fitness as ten-
ants in the redevelopment.

Also, Basser-Kaufman’s web-
site says the redevelopment
will include a “brand-new
beautiful Aldi and Planet Fit-
ness” and that the two “pro-
posed” tenants will take
20,305 square feet and 20,000
square feet, respectively.

The website rendering also
shows a self-storage facility, but
it is listed under the name
CubeSmart, a self-storage chain
based in Pennsylvania.

North Babylon Associates
wants to subdivide the 8-acre
shopping center property into
two lots, Babylon Town
spokesman Kevin Bonner said.

On Feb. 13 the town board
approved the property
owner’s request to rezone the
lot where the self-storage facil-
ity would be from business to
industrial, which would allow
a self-storage facility to be

built there, he said.
There has been pushback

from some residents, some of
whom have spoken at town
meetings, who object to a stor-
age facility being built on a site
that is near homes.

The planning board’s votes
on the site plan and subdivi-
sion request could take place
March 18, Bonner said.

The Pathmark was one of 51
Long Island grocery stores,
some of which were Wald-
baum’s, that closed after their
parent company, Great Atlantic
& Pacific Tea Co. in New Jer-
sey, filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection in 2015.

Aldi, which opened its first
Long Island store in 2011 in Bay
Shore, now has six locations on
the Island.

The chain has more than
1,800 U.S. stores and is the
value leader in the nation,
said Jon Hauptman, senior di-
rector of Inmar Analytics, a
North Carolina grocery-indus-
try analytics firm. “And their
… expansion across the coun-
try has shaken up the retail
food industry and has forced
traditional supermarket opera-
tors to look at value options
of their own,” he said.

Aldi operates limited-assort-
ment grocery stores, which
typically have fewer than
2,000 packaged goods and per-
ishables per location and sell
a high percentage of private-la-
bel products, Hauptman said.

Limited-assortment grocery
stores, including Trader Joe’s
and Save-A-Lot, are usually
about 15,000 square feet, while
traditional supermarkets typi-
cally range from 35,000 to
60,000 square feet.

N. Babylon Plaza redevelopment proposed

Discount grocer Aldi, Planet Fitness and a
storage facility are said to be possible tenants.
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Top workplace nominations
Nominations are open for Newsday’s second

annual Top Workplaces awards, honoring Long
Island organizations where employees feel engaged,
valued and empowered.

NewsdaypartnerswithresearchfirmEnergageto
surveyworkersatnominatedworkplaces—private
businesses,nonprofitsandgovernments.Lastyear,
basedonmorethan24,000anonymousresponsesto
thesurveys,Newsdayrecognized74organizationsasTop
WorkplacesatagalaatWoodburyCountryClub.

Anyorganizationwith50ormoreemployeesinNassauandSuffolk
countiesmaybeconsidered;thereisnocosttoparticipate.

Deadline for nominations is March 15; go to newsday.com/
nominate. For questions or to submit a nomination by phone,
call 516-274-0621. In October, Newsday will publish a special section
featuringLongIsland’s2019TopWorkplacesandholdacelebrationdinner
forcompaniesthatmakethelist.

RETAIL ROUNDUP is a column about
major retail news on Long Island — store
openings, closings, expansions, etc. —
that is published online and in the
Monday paper. If you have news to
share, email Newsday reporter Tory N.
Parrish at tory.parrish@newsday.com.

LI BUSINESS

READ MORE
See prior Retail

Roundup columns
online.

newsday.com/retailroundup

RETAIL
ROUNDUP
Tory N. Parrish

tory.parrish@newsday.com
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The shopping center’s owners have submitted plans to the town to replace this vacant Pathmark.
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