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A graduate of Villanova University 
School of Law, John Stellakis has 
come far in just four years since 
receiving that fateful J.D.  Born 
and raised on Long Island and 
a graduate of Chaminade High 
School, John is now an associ-
ate attorney at Salamon, Gruber, 
Blaymore & 
Strenger, P.C. 
where he focuses 
on transactions 
and litigation 
related to commer-
cial and residen-
tial real estate, 
landlord- tenant 
relations, and cor-
porate and com-
mercial matters, 
as well as trusts, 
estate planning, 
probate, and 
admin is t rat i on .  
He was previously 
an associate attor-
ney at Murphy, Bartol & O’Brien, 
LLP.  

During his law school tenure, 
John clerked for several judges 
at various courts in the states of 
New York and Pennsylvania He is 
admitted to practice in the states 
of New York and New Jersey, the 
United States District Court of 
the State of New Jersey, and the 
United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of New York.

However, his work is not limit-
ed to the office.  A strong believer 
in pro bono work, John active-
ly participates in certain efforts 
of the Volunteer Lawyers Project 
of Nassau County, whereby he 
represents indigent tenants in 
the Landlord Tenant Part of the 
Nassau County District Court 
regarding disputes with land-
lords, often taking on new cases 
each month.  John is also certified 
in New York State as a Guardian 
Ad Litem, Article 81 Guardian, 
and Court Evaluator and has 
had the privilege of serving the 
Surrogate’s Court as a Guardian 
Ad Litem.

As a law school student, John 

served as a student attorney in 
the Clinic for Asylum, Refugee 
and Emigrant Services where he 
successfully represented a refu-
gee seeking asylum in the United 
States from persecution in her 
home country.  He assisted with 
Hurricane Katrina relief efforts 

in New Orleans 
and received the 
Dorothy Day 
Award for Pro 
Bono Service from 
Villanova Law 
for his work with 
various volunteer 
organizations.

John is becom-
ing a well-known 
face in many dif-
ferent legal cir-
cles.  He current-
ly serves as Vice 
Co-Chair of the 
Young Lawyer’s 
Committee of the 

Nassau County Bar Association, 
Chair of the Young Lawyers 
Division of the Federal Bar 
Association’s Eastern District of 
New York Chapter, and Board 
Member of the Villanova Law 
Young Alumni Association.

John’s experience is not just 
limited to law.  He was once a 
Starbucks barista and can make 
a mean Frappuccino.  In the past, 
John served his community as an 
ocean lifeguard and a probation-
ary firefighter.  He also speaks 
Spanish and Greek.

In his free time, John likes to 
stay active and keep fit.  He is 
dedicated to crossfit training and 
enjoys golf, tennis, snowboarding, 
cycling, and traveling.  In the 
summer, you can find John at the 
beach playing volleyball or in the 
ocean surfing those waves.

The Young Lawyers Committee 
is proud to highlight John 
Stellakis as the Young Lawyer of 
the Month.

This article was written by Jennifer koo 
who is a Tax Attorney at sales Tax 
Defense llC and Co-Chair of the Young 
lawyers Committee.
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