
Moving it
to more

commercial use
is going to
reduce the value
of my home.’

— Resident
Ryan Volkel

❛
Former site of garden center could
also include a bank and a restaurant
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The Brookhaven Town
Board has approved zoning
changes for a Farmingville mini-
storage facility and commercial
center that could include a
bank and a restaurant.

Developers of the Holmes-
view Commons project at the
intersection of North Ocean Av-
enue and Horseblock Road pre-
viously had planned a larger re-
tail center without ministorage
at the site, but abandoned those
plans because they could not
find major tenants.

The new plan proposes a
98,000-square-foot ministorage
facility on about one-quarter of
the 20.5-acre site, which previ-

ously included a nursery and
garden center. About 12 acres
of the property would be devel-
oped as a commercial center,
town planning officials said.

The town board voted 6-0 to
grant zoning changes allowing
ministorage to be added to the
site’s proposed retail uses. The
project still requires site plan
approval from the town plan-
ning board and other approvals
from the Brookhaven zoning
board of appeals.

The new plan should generate
less traffic than the earlier pro-
posal, said Hauppauge lawyer
Anthony S. Guardino, who repre-
sented developers including Art
Garratano of St. James.

Ministorage “is a relatively be-
nign use,” Guardino said. “It

doesn’t have a lot of noise. It
doesn’t have a lot of employees.”

The L-shaped property
wraps around a gas station
and abuts several residential
properties.

Some neighbors said they
were concerned about traffic
spikes caused by the project
and questioned where drivers

would enter and exit the site.
Ryan Volkel, who said he

bought his house on Old Med-
ford Avenue two years ago, said
he enjoys seeing wildlife such
as foxes and deer on the site.

“This is all being stripped
from me,” he said during a hear-
ing before the board voted.
“Moving it to more commercial
use is going to reduce the value
of my home.”

The town board in 2013 had
voted 5-2 to grant zoning
changes permitting a 110,000-
square-foot commercial cen-
ter at the site. Guardino said
that project never was built be-
cause Garratano “could not
find an anchor tenant, unfortu-
nately.”

Asked by Councilman Dan
Panico how the new plan dif-
fered from the previous ver-
sion, town planner Joe San-
zano said the revised proposal
included “a lot less commer-

cial development.”
Responding to questions

from Supervisor Edward P. Ro-
maine, Guardino said the re-
vised project has drawn “signifi-
cant” interest from potential
tenants he did not identify, in-
cluding a firm that would man-
age the ministorage units. He
added that vacant land on the
site would provide a buffer be-
tween buildings and neighbor-
ing houses.

“We’ll put in whatever land-
scaping the planning board
asks us to. That’s not a prob-
lem,” Guardino said.

He said a walking trail that
had been proposed as part of
the 2013 plan had been
scrapped. Neighbors had op-
posed the trail, saying they
were concerned they would
lose their privacy.

A gazebo proposed in 2013
will be built as part of the new
proposal, officials said.
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Sign up for this FREE 60-minute workshop now at
newsday.com/save

SAVE BIG!
Learn how to save big like the pros with Jennifer Morris of
TLC’s Extreme Couponing All Stars!

Jen will debunk common coupon myths and share her secrets
to help you save hundreds of dollars each month!

FEBRUARY 25, 2020
1 PM AND 7:30 PM

As a bonus, each registrant who completes the webinar will receive
The Budget Master, the pros tool for mastering your household budget (a $50 value).
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